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Placing prepositionsin early and late M odern English texts:
Genrevariation and idiolectal preferences

The ‘proper’ place of prepositions in a sentence haen a matter of concern to

grammarians, rhetoricians and literati from the 1sedenteenth century to the present
day. The traditional eighteenth-century normatiuke rproscribes end-position in (1a),

preposition strandingand prescribes front-position in (1pyeposition pied piping

la. The bookvhich I am readingabout was written in 1400.
1b. The boolabout which | am reading was written in 1400.

Yanez-Bouza (2007) traces the influence of the qoigtsve tradition on the ‘correct’
use of these two syntactic constructions from 1&)A900. A number of previous
studies have observed a historical stylistic dnifgenres from the fifteenth to the late
twentieth centuries which responds to functionahgcious and unconscious) changes
in the social, historical and cultural backgroumibér & Finegan 1989, 1992, 1997;
Gonzélez-Alvarez & Pérez-Guerra 1998). This paparetbps the premise that the
‘flux’ in attitudes towards good and proper Englisims side by side with the ‘flux’ in
attitudes towards good and proper style (Finegad@219t will thus contribute to the
field of historical stylistics by shedding light dhe use of preposition stranding and
pied piping in different genres and authors dutiing early and late Modern English
periods.

The analysis is two-fold. On the one hand, | wikgent a detailed analysis of
actual language usage in a variety of genres aloagral/literate continuum, namely
scientific texts, medical prose, sermons, offi@ald private letters, journals, diaries,
plays Helsinki CorpusARCHER. On the other hand, I will pinpoint cases of Idaial
usage within each genre, not only to illustrate mesh idiosyncratic preferences but
also to show that authors’ styles might bias ttseilte if underestimated (Nevalainen &
Raumolin-Brunberg 1989). Writers’ sensitivity toeptige values and their conscious
response to changing aesthetic trends towards a marple’ prose will be particularly
addressed (McIntosh 1998). All in all, this papeill wdemonstrate that the
stigmatisation of preposition stranding is not oalymatter of correctness but style
played a major role as well.
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