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Abstract

Explanations of risk factors and conditions
such as obesity and hypertension
increasingly combine social, economic and
genetic predictors.

Estimation in such a complex setting throws
up novel challenges, quite separate from
collecting and managing data from such
diverse provenance.

Instrumental variable estimation is found to
be increasingly useful when a limited
number of genetic markers (single
nucleotide polymorphisms) is involved.

Generalised Method of Moments (GMM)
estimation is the next step in attempts to
provide sound explanations when multiple
genetic markers are included.



