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Typologies are critical tools for linguists, used to guide the search for probable and improbable languages, to test proposed universals, and to provide insight into cognitive processes that interact with language. And yet, to paraphrase Sapir, all typologies leak. We will examine one such leak with evidence from change events in Lowland Chontal of Oaxaca XE "Chontal of Oaxaca (and see Lowland Chontal, Highland Chontal)" , an unclassified, understudied and endangered XE "endangered language: Chontal as"  indigenous language of southern Mexico. The grammar of change in Chontal is shown to cross-cut the well-known typology of lexicalization and constructional patterns established by Talmy XE "Talmy, L.: binary typology"  (1985, 1991, 2000) and subsequently addressed by many others. 

This talk summarizes results of a qualitative study of Chontal expressions of change. The data are from narra​tives, naturally-occurring speech, response to non-verbal stimuli, and response to elicitation. I will identify verb-framed, satellite-framed, and equipollently-framed predicates, illustrate the in​dividual role of each type, show interactions among them, and conclude that it may be better to talk about typologies of usage patterns rather than typologies of languages, per se. 

